
The Future Economy 

“We need more 

capable people 

willing to work in 

government” 

Andrej Babis entered government with the promise to run it as 

he ran his business. This was a welcome promise for many 

Czech citizens, who had grown frustrated with a long period of 

unstable cabinets and technical governments. It has been, he 

now admits, a promise that has been hard to keep. 

The first challenge is picking a clear target. In business, profit 

provides a good indicator of how well the business is run: most 

people start a business to make money, so how much money 

you make correlates almost exactly with the purpose of your 

business. That is not true in government. Government provides 

public services, and the success of those services, and the effi-

ciency with which they are served , are the benchmarks for 

successful government.  

But how do you determine the success of the health care sys-

tem, for example? Is it spending less money than you receive in 

taxes? Is it providing an increasing amount of successful heart 

surgeries every year? Is it ensuring that Czech doctors receive a 

salary close enough to their German counterparts that they are 

all satisfied with staying home?  

The Czech Medical Chamber might agree with that last meas-

ure, but most people would not. The goal of health care should 

be health. And how do you measure health?  Lack of death is a 

start. Then you can add lack of sickness or injury.  Then, if peo-

It is not easy, but not impossible, for Minister Babis to run 

the government as a business, because each government 

service– health care, highways, schools, army, environment– 

has a different purpose, and, therefore, should have a differ-

ent measure of performance. Previous governments have 

not defined these goals, and most of the current ministers 

also do not seem concerned with measuring outcomes. His 

own ministry, finance, is easier, and it seemed clear that the 

Minister had a grasp on what its mission was: to provide the 

maximum revenue to the state for the minimum tax rate. He 

emphasized he will need some help from his European coun-

terparts in this, and that the cooperation is now reaping re-

sults, especially in the area of VAT.  

A government 

needs good peo-

ple if it wants to 

hit targets. Min-

ister Babis ech-

oed the point 

made two 

weeks ago by 

Minister Tok: 

the atmosphere 

inside govern-

ment has been 

damaged by 

constant politi-

cal change, and 

the quality of 

government 

diminished by 

the unwilling-

ness of experi-

enced and capa-

ble people from 

the private sec-

tor to consider 

government service. He even named a job the current presi-

dent of AmCham could take. 

“I am constantly looking for the right people,” the finance 

minister said, “and much of the time my first and second 

choice just will not do it. This is a problem for the country.” 

Babis said he is working on a vision for the country that 

would update Bata’s plan for a nation of 40 million people. 

At the moment, however, his remarks made it clear how 

hard it is to work toward a goal when so much time must be 

devoted just to making government work. 

ple do get sick, you could add quick and effective treatment 

that causes no other problems such as infections and reduces 

risk of recurrence. That is essentially what the measure Healthy 

Life Years measures, and Healthy Life Years has become the EU 

standard for assessing nation’s health care performance.  

Andrej Babis, Minister of Finance 
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